
Year 9 Information Evening

Warm up…what do these numbers represent?

239

92.88%
212

180

29,707

Data accurate as of October 2023

Students in year 9

Year 9 attendance so far this year

Y9 Parents logged in to Classcharts

Y9 Students logged in to Classcharts

Y9 House points so far this year!



Welcome to Year 9 Parents’ 

Information Evening

(Class of 2026!)

October 2023



Order of evening

1. Introduction and welcome - Mr Chaplin (Head of Achievement)

1. Year Office information: Mr Chaplin 

Mrs Hutchinson 

(Pastoral Manager)

1. Supporting your children at home

(a)GCSE Maths - Miss McNelis (Head of Maths)

(b)GCSE English - Mrs Green (Head of English)

4. Further information - Mr Wilburn (Deputy Headteacher)



A five year journey…



Year 9 Year Office

Head of Achievement
Pastoral Manager



Attendance

Current Year 9 attendance 

92.88% (Whole school attendance) 91.67%

Last Year’s attendance

92.66% (Whole school attendance) 91.29 %





Below is a graph showing how being late to tutor and lessons everyday over a school year adds 
up to lost learning time. 

Punctuality



Social Media



Tutor Programme



●Stationery - black pen, pencil, ruler, rubber, geometry set, calculator.

●Bring all required equipment every day in a suitable bag.

It is all our responsibility to make Springfield the best school it can be

Equipment



Maths



How is GCSE Maths structured?

• 3 x maths papers (1 hour 30 minutes each)

• 1 non-calculator

• 2 calculator



Foundation Questions

Grade 1

Grade 2



Foundation/Higher Crossover Questions

Grade 4/5
Grade 4/5



Higher Questions

Grade 6/7

Grade 8/9



Assessments

* 3 x within the school year. (Autumn term, Spring 
term, Summer term)

* Revision lists will be provided in advance to 
support revision (apart from year 11)

* Post assessment analysis to highlight strong and 
weak topics to support further revision.



Question Level Analysis (QLA)





Sparx Maths

Logins are specific to each 

pupil.

First Name

Surname

DOB

Passwords set by pupil - if 

forgotten they can request a 

reset on the website and the 

teacher will be notified



What can you do to support GCSE Revision for

Mathematics?

• Discuss

• Check their Google Classroom

• Homework and work layout

• Recap and revise

• Equipment - scientific calculator



What are some of the literacy 
issues associated with this sign?



YEAR 9 GCSE
PARENTS’ INFORMATION 

EVENING

2023
OR

How can we all help Year 9s  with 
English? 



The ‘End’ Game

• 2 distinct GCSE qualifications: English Language and 
English Literature

• 4 ‘terminal’ examinations

TIP 1:
There are no short cuts or safety nets in those 

final examinations.  
It is just your child, a desk and a blank booklet 

of paper





English Language Paper 1
‘Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing’

Section A: Reading

• approximately 1 hour

• 1 fictional extract

• 4 questions

• 40 marks

Tip 2:
The fictional extract will be 

UNSEEN.
It is therefore vital that your 
child has read a wide range 
of challenging texts in order 
to cope with the demands of 
the vocabulary and structure 

of the chosen text 



English Language Paper 1
‘Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing’

Section B: Writing 

• approximately 45 minutes

• 1 task: a piece of creative writing based on an 
image

• 40 marks (24 = content / 16 = SPaG)



English Language Paper 2
‘Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives’

Section A: Reading

• approximately 1 hour

• 2 non-fiction extracts (from different centuries)

• 4 questions

• 40 marks

Tip 3:
The non-fiction extract will be UNSEEN.

It is therefore vital that your child has read a wide 
range of non-fiction texts in order to cope with 
the demands of the vocabulary and structure of 

these texts 



English Language Paper 2
‘Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives’

Section B: Writing 

• approximately 45 minutes

• 1 task: a piece of non-fiction writing explaining a 
point of view on a given statement

• 40 marks (24 = content / 16 = SPaG)



English Literature Paper 1
Shakespeare play and the C19th novel

Section A: Shakespeare 

• 1 task – extended essay on the play – 30 marks

or



English Literature Paper 1
Shakespeare play and the C19th novel

Section B: C19th novel

• 1 task – extended essay on the novel – 30 marks
• ‘closed’ text exam

or or



English Literature Paper 2
C20th text and Poetry

Section A: C20th text

• 1 task – extended essay on the play – 30 marks
• ‘closed’ text exam

or



English Literature Paper 2
C20th text and Poetry

Section B: Poetry
• 3 tasks

• comparative essay on 2 of 15 poems studied (Love and 
Relationships, or Power and Conflict) 

– 30 marks
• essay on a previously unseen poem – 24 marks

• comparison of 2 previously unseen poems
– 8 marks

• ‘closed’ text exam



The Challenges for Pupils:





English Literature Paper 1
Shakespeare play and the C19th novel

English Literature Paper 2
C20th text and Poetry

Tip 4:
Supporting your child with their reading of the challenging English Literature texts

In Year 9 (now) Throughout KS4

It is strongly recommended that pupils purchase their 
own copies of the set texts chosen for their class.

Recommended editions of the set texts can be found 
on the VLE in English – Year 9.  A link on the image of 
the text itself will take you straight to Amazon!

Recommended Study Guides for each of the set texts 
will be available through SIMS Agora.  Orders can be 
placed through SIMS Agora, providing Study Guides at 
a more competitive rate.

Pupils should read each of the set texts AT LEAST three 
times.

Pupils will be expected to know: the plot, 
characterisation, devices used by the writer and to 
understand the historical context in which the text was 
written.

Pupils will be expected to know: a wide range of 
quotations and to place them within the context of the 
wider text



Success results from relentless hard work!

In addition to lessons, Springfield English Department offers:



Exam results 2023

English Language: 
66% of pupils achieved a grade 4 and above in English language. 

English Literature: 

72% of pupils achieved a grade 4 and above in English Literature. 

Tip 5:
Encourage your child to: read widely; do their 

homework; take advice from their teachers; take 
advantage of all the support and interventions on offer

Your child has every opportunity 
to achieve their potential!



Thank you for your engagement!



Keeping our children safe: filtering and 

monitoring our school internet and ICT 

activity



Safeguarding - WIJ

School website




