
Wednesday, 17 September 2025

  GCSE Information evening - Y11

    



National v Springfield



The gender imbalance?



‘Learning has been described as … an alteration in long 
term memory. Progress, therefore, means knowing more, 
(including knowing how to do more) and remembering 
more’

Education Inspection Framework

Government’s underlying principle affecting the study and assessment of GCSE 



A lot of work, therefore, in KS4, is the teaching of, and remembering new learning…

● Quizzes

● Memory games

● Flashcards

● Interleaving practices

● Frequent mini assessments

● Practising key skills over and over



GCSEs can be daunting:

● There are no longer unit tests during the course of the year that can be ‘chunks’ of the GCSE.

● There are very few Controlled Assessments left - apart from more practical subjects such as 
Design Technology/Media Studies/Food

● There are no modular re-sits so that you can ‘bank’ a proportion of the final Grade

● The majority of GCSE subjects are based on 100% final examinations - you work in class and 
at home up to May of Year 11 and then sit all the exams over a 5 - 6 week period

● There are Functional Skills exams during the course in Maths and English (Level 1 and Level 2) 
which can be taken at various times of the year



Exam period:   May 7th - June 17th 2026 



Past papers are easily available online - and markschemes



AQA English/English Literature/Art/Photography/
Science/MFL/Ethics and 
Philosophy/Sociology/History/Music/PE/Geogra
phy

EdExcel Computer Studies/Digital IT/Drama/Travel and 
Tourism

OCR Maths
Child Development/Health and Social Care

WEJC/Eduqas Media Studies/Design Technology

Exam boards used



Lesson 0 and Lesson 6

● Pupils, especially Year 11, are keen to know when lesson 0 and lesson 6 take place:

Monday:       Art/Photography/MFL     
Tuesday:       English
Wednesday: Maths
Thursday:     Science
Friday:          History/Sociology/Geography/Music/PE

● What about lessons 1 - 5….?

● There will be revision workshops in the 
October/February/Easter/May holidays



What do parents need to know..?

● There is never a time when Y11 can’t be doing something

● It is definitely a marathon not a sprint

● Working steadily over the two years is key, not a mad dash at the end
        (does not work for these GCSEs)

● Parents should be benign monitors - most pupils know what they 
need to do = work with their teachers, turn up to lessons and put the 
effort in
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Year 11 Mocks: 3rd Nov - 14th Nov (already in planning…!)

Y11 reports issued/Mock results assembly: 2nd Dec

Y11 Parents’ Evening: 4th Dec

Year 11 Mocks (2): 9th Feb - 27th Feb

Y11 reports issued: 23rd March

Y11 Parents’ Evening: 24th March

GCSE start: 7th May 2026 (but…Drama/Art/MFL before this)

GCSE end: 17th June 2026

Leavers’ assembly: 25th June

Prom: 10th July



Life after Springfield:
● Applications for colleges will open October 2025 

● Pupils should explore all their options but make more 

than one application (e.g. for apprenticeships and a 

college, or two colleges)

● The careers adviser is available Wednesday and Thursday





MATHS IN 
YEAR 11

- Changes for 
2025/26

- Journey to 
the exams

- How to help 
your child



CHANGES IN 2025/26

We have changed Exam Board to OCR

There are more marks per paper, with a similar amount of questions, 
therefore there are more marks awarded for method and process.

Historically the Grade Boundaries have been slightly kinder than 
Edexcel due to fewer schools taking the exam.

There are NO EXTRA TOPICS, there are actually fewer.

We will provide plenty of opportunity for exam 
practice.

Every student will receive a Revision Guide



THE JOURNEY TO THE EXAMS

Year 10 Mocks

November Mocks

February Mocks

GCSE 
Exam
May/ 

June 2026

- After each set of exams, each student will receive QLA sheets 
with analysis of where their strengths and weaknesses lie.

- Period 6 will be every Wednesday and the topics covered 
published on Tutor group Google Classroom

- Homework will be both Sparx Maths and Graded Focus Tasks 
(with exam style questions) THIS COUNTS AS REVISION AND 
MUST BE COMPLETED FOR FRIDAY EVERY WEEK



HOW TO 
HELP YOUR 
CHILD

- Ensure your child is completing their homework each 
week.

- Maths is all about application of skills and knowledge, 
so encourage practice. Here are some useful websites:

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/ 

https://www.onmaths.com/ 

- Equipment is essential!

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://www.onmaths.com/


Year 11 
English 
How to support 

your child in their 
English Revision 



Overview of Exams:
English Literature

Paper one: 

19th Century Novel (either Jekyll and Hyde OR Frankenstein) 

AND 
Shakespeare (either Macbeth or Romeo and Juliet.) 

Paper Two: 

Modern text: An Inspector Calls 
Cluster Poetry: (Power and Conflict or Love and Relationships) 
Unseen poetry 
Unseen poetry comparison 

English Language

Paper one: 

Explorations in creative reading and writing. 
4 Reading comprehension and analysis questions and one 
creative writing question.  

Paper Two: 

Writers Viewpoints and Perspectives. 
4 Reading comprehension and analysis questions and one 
creative writing question.  

11th May 

19th May 

21st May 

5th June





How to know if you are completing effective and 
meaningful revision for English:
You should be producing something. With our 
subject, it is not enough to read through information- 
it’s the practise that improves the responses. English 
is about the application of the skill, not the memory of 
facts.  



Pupils: 
•Check Google classroom  for any homework set. 
•Complete any homework set each week. 
•Attend period 6/0 sessions 
•Complete any practice papers given to you by your teacher 
•Upgrade your mock responses 
•Proof read any written work in ANY SUBJECT and SPAG correct the 
errors. 
•Take a look at the unseen texts booklets and practise any relevant 
mock question
•Watch Mr Bruff for Language revision- AQA 
•Watch Mr Bruff for Literature Revision-AQA
•Brush up on subject terminology- you may want to make flash cards. 
•Watch Grammar Rock on YouTube to brush up on word classes 
•Email any exam responses to your teacher
•Find relevant Kahoot quizzes for you to practise your knowledge. 
•Read the Guardian or Telegraph and work out the TAP of the text. 
Use two articles of a similar nature to have a go at paper 2 style 
questions. 
•Use revision guides to practise questions and email them to your 
teacher. 
•Use your knowledge organisers!

Adults: 

• Check your child has everything they need to revise: access 
to the revision guides on Google Classroom or physical 
copies, knowledge organisers, vocabulary grids, highlighters 
if necessary. 

• Ask your child (and test them!) about their knowledge of 
Versatile Vocabulary. 

• Engage in conversations around their texts. You don’t have 
to be the expert. In teaching you about them, they secure 
their knowledge. 

• Ask them about why they think characters behave in the 
ways they do. 

• Allow them access to the news- ask them about what the 
writer of the article thinks about the subject they are writing 
on and how they know. 

• Test their knowledge of subject terminology with flash cards. 
• Give them a timed session to practise papers at home. 



Science



Science Assessments

The whole course is assessed at the end of year 11 with six exam papers

Separate scientists will sit six 100 mark papers that are 1 hour 45 minutes

Combined scientists will sit six 70 mark papers that are 1 hour 15 minutes long

First mocks - Physics 1 and Biology 2 after October half term

40% Knowledge
40% Application
20% Analysis



Different tabs for each topic Extra tab for whole topic revision





Flash cards

Linked on the 
revision 
maps for you 
to print and 
enjoy!





Physics Equations

13 to use for Physics paper 1

8 to use for Physics paper 2

Plus 2 extra for Separate Sciences

You need to know the correct units and 
how to convert to them e.g. from g to kg 
or from minutes to seconds

You need to be able to rearrange 
the equations and convert the units

Practise finding the 
correct equation 
from the 2-sided 
sheet provided



Required Practicals 

You will be assessed on your 
understanding of the practicals as part 
of your final exams

Microscopy
Osmosis

Food tests
Enzymes

Photosynthesis
Reaction times

Field investigations
Making salts

Neutralisation
Electrolysis

Temperature changes
Rates of reaction
Chromatography 
Water purification

Specific heat capacity
Resistance 

I-V characteristics
Density

Force and extension
Acceleration

Waves
Radiation and absorption

Required practicals
Use the Springfield Revision Maps

Videos of all the practicals needed for the course. Watch 
videos and make method notes
Identify independent, dependent and control variables





Short answer questions



Multiple choice 
questions

Short answer questions



Calculate questions

Multiple choice 
questions

Short answer questions



This is a 6 mark 
question. Pupils are 
expected to write an 
extended response. 

Answers need to be 
logically sequenced and 
links made 




