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2024 GCSE results-nationally



National v Springfield



The gender imbalance



Grade:               ‘old money’

9 A**
8 A*
7 A
6 B
5 C+
4 C-
3 D
2 E/F
1 G

‘Newish’ GCSE grade changes

A couple of notes:

● A 9 is supposed to apply to the top 
three to four % of the country’s 
Y11 pupils

● Last year we achieved over 30 
individual grade 9s as a school 

● Pupils sometimes see the 4 as the 
‘Holy Grail’ and settle for aiming 
for it = dangerous strategy

● A 3 is NOT a fail



‘Learning has been described as … an alteration in long 
term memory. Progress, therefore, means knowing more, 
(including knowing how to do more) and remembering 
more’

Education Inspection Framework

Government’s underlying principle affecting the study and assessment of GCSE 



A lot of work, therefore, in KS4, is the teaching of, and remembering new learning…

● Quizzes

● Memory games

● Flashcards

● Interleaving practices

● Frequent mini assessments

● Practising key skills over and over



Interleaving practice

  m



So, in GCSE Literature ….



GCSEs can be daunting:

● There are no longer unit tests during the course of the year that can be ‘chunks’ of the GCSE.

● There are very few Controlled Assessments left - apart from more practical subjects such as 
Design Technology/Media Studies/Food

● There are no modular re-sits so that you can ‘bank’ a proportion of the final Grade

● The majority of GCSE subjects are based on 100% final examinations - you work in class and 
at home up to May of Year 11 and then sit all the exams over a 5 - 6 week period

● There are Functional Skills exams during the course in Maths and English (Level 1 and Level 2) 
which can be taken at various times of the year



Exam period:   May 8th - June 18th 2025 



Some of your children will sit 
around 22 - 24 exams during the exam period:

● 3 in Maths

● 6 in Science

● 4 in English/Literature



Sounds daunting …but there is a wealth of 
resource…

SENECA

Sparknotes



Why Sparx Maths?

● Homework is personalised to pupils’ ability and adapts over time
● Sparx Maths keeps learning from their attempts to create challenging yet achievable 

problems each week
● Homework follows the scheme of work 

● Optional homework is automatically set each week:

- XP boost - refines skills from the compulsory homework

- Target homework - 6 questions created to challenge 
pupils



Independent Learning - Taking Control of your Learning 
and Revision
- Access to every single question - clip numbers are on GCSE and assessment revision lists
- Choose one of the 3 levels for questions:

- Introduce - basic skills

- Strengthen - improve understanding

- Deepen - problem solving

- Sparx Maths should be used to support revision and should not be the only source used
- Ideally Sparx Maths should be used to recap the topic and followed up with exam questions



Knowledge recall in Science
40% of each paper requires pupils to recall information

Interleaving aids retention of information

Homeworks designed to help pupils with knowledge recall

‘Give Me 5’ knowledge recall multiple choice questions

Useful websites
● BBC Bitesize
● ‘Free science lessons’ on youtube- syllabus covered in short video clips
● Primrose kitten - science revision videos and resources
● AQA - GCSE - Science - check out the specification
● Springfield revision maps



Springfield Revision Maps 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1FYBlWCtwlevWOJqljuqxi8sft7m8bmJYqrUcdjNvDXo/edit#gid=1404759414


Reminder: Google Classrooms - useful 2 way resource



Past papers are easily available online - and markschemes



Lesson 0 and Lesson 6

● Pupils, especially Year 11, are keen to know when lesson 0 and lesson 6 take place:

Monday: Drama/MFL/DT/Art/Photography/Computer Science
Tuesday: Maths
Wednesday: English
Thursday: Triple Science
Friday: Geography/History/Double Science/Music/PE

● What about lessons 1 - 5….?

● There will be revision workshops in the 
● October(Drama/Music)/ 

February/Easter/May holidays



What do parents need to know..?

● There is never a time when Y10 or Y11 can’t be doing something

● It is definitely a marathon not a sprint

● Working steadily over the two years is key, not a mad dash at the end
        (does not work for these GCSEs)

● Parents should be benign monitors - most pupils know what they 
need to do = work with their teachers, turn up to lessons and put the 
effort in



Important markers

Year 11 Mocks: 4th Nov - 15th Nov (already in planning…!)

Y11 reports issued: 3rd Dec

Y11 Parents’ Evening: 5th Dec

Year 11 Mocks (2): 10th Feb - 28th Feb

Y11 reports issued: 24th March

Y11 Parents’ Evening: 25th March

GCSE start: 8th May 2025

GCSE end: 18th June 2025

Leavers’ assembly: 26th June/Prom: 4th July 2025

Year 10 assessment week:  Mon 30th Sept - 4th Oct

Year 10 work experience evenings: 23rd/24th October

Y10 reports issued: 7th Nov

Y10 Parents’ Evening: 19th Nov

Y10 assessment week: 20th Jan 2025 - 24th Jan 2025

Y10 reports issued: 24th Feb/Parents’ evening: 3rd March

Y10 Mocks fortnight: 20th June - 3rd July

Work Experience week: w/b 14th July

Y10 reports issued: 21st July

Y10 beginning to think about Prom outfits: all the time…!

Year 11

Year 10



Life after Springfield:
● Work experience - 14th-18th July 2025 - feedback from 

last year’s cohort was very positive!

● College taster days - July 2025 (Y10)

● Post-16/careers assemblies 

and events run throughout the  year



Life after Springfield:
● Applications for colleges will open October 2025 (Y10)

● Pupils should explore all their options but make more 

than one application (e.g. for apprenticeships and a 

college, or two colleges)

● The careers adviser is available Thursdays and Fridays




