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NEWS @SpfldUK 

GCSE RESULTS 2022 
On 25 August 2022 we celebrated the superb 
achievements of our Year 11 students as they 
opened their long-awaited GCSE and other 
qualification results.  

This is the first cohort of students to have sat 
formal examinations since 2019 due to 
examinations in 2020 and 2021 having been 
cancelled nationally as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  Students faced considerable and on-
going disruption to their key stage 4 programme 
of study, and showed real resilience and 
determination in keeping up to date with their 
studies; they are truly deserving of their success! 

The school’s provisional results indicate a good 
performance by the year group as a whole, and 
s o m e  o u t s t a n d i n g  i n d i v i d u a l 
achievements.  Notably, 78% of students 
achieved a grade 4 or above in an English 
GCSE and 68% of students achieved a grade 4 
or above in the mathematics GCSE (grade 4 is 
the standard pass, approximately equivalent to 
the former grade C, and is the minimum entry 
requirement for the majority of A Level/Level 3 
courses).  

42% of students achieved a strong pass (grade 5 
or above – approximately equivalent to the 
former grade B) in  Engl ish and 

mathematics.  11% of students achieved the 
highest grades of 9/8 in Maths, and 13% of 
students achieved the highest grades of 9/8 in 
English.  Well done to all of the students!  

Other notable successes this year include 
students’ performance in science, with 100%, 
99% and 99% of students achieving a grade 4 
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or above in chemistry, biology and physics 
respectively; of these students, 15 achieved a 
grade 9 in biology, 13 achieved a grade 9 in 
chemistry and 11 achieved a grade 9 in physics 
– outstanding!  We were also pleased to note 
that 100% of the RS students achieved a grade 4 
or above, and that 45% of the 102 students 
studying History achieved a grade 7 or above. 

The coveted GCSE grade 9 is designed to be 
more difficult to achieve than the former A* 
grade. This year, overall, 115 grade 9 GCSEs 
across the subjects (7% of all grades) were 
achieved by Springfield’s students - an excellent 
achievement. 

Headteacher, Sara Spivey, stated, “Our Year 11 
students have demonstrated extraordinary grit 
and positivity during what has been a very 
challenging few years for everyone.  It has been 
a pleasure to be able to see them once more 
today and to hand over their well-deserved 
GCSE grades.  They should be very proud of all 

their accomplishments at Springfield.  I’d like to 
thank the teachers and other staff who have 
supported the students throughout their school 
career; they have worked diligently to ensure 
students are all able to progress onto further 
education and training, and we look forward to 
learning of their future successes.  Well done to 
the whole Springfield team!” 

The Government will be publishing 2022 key 
stage 4 performance data for schools and 
colleges for completeness and transparency in 
due course (having not done so in 2020 and 
2021).  However, this will be with the caveat 
that schools and individual students have been 
affected significantly and varyingly by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and so comparisons with 
previous years’ data and other schools’ 
performance are unreliable. 

 
Ms Kelly, Head of School 

Local Authority Average v Springfield Results 
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We have experienced a very positive start to the 
2022/23 academic year thanks to the hard work 
and optimism of our staff, students, governors and 
volunteers.  A warm welcome to our new Year 7 
students and their families; the cohort have made a 
very encouraging start in the school since their 
transition days last term, with some of them also 
enjoying a week of summer school with us during 
August.  At the same time over the summer, we also 
enjoyed celebrating the success of our Year 11 
students who came into school to collect their GCSE 
results on 25th August.  We are so very proud of 
them and their achievements after such a 
challenging two years at school and look forward to 
our Awards Evening in November during which our 
leavers will be presented with their well-earned 
awards and certificates.  
 
We started the term with revised school day 
arrangements in place and so far the feedback from 
the school community has generally been very 
positive, though we will review this more 
comprehensively in the spring term.  The canteen 
‘pod’ (pictured on page 6) has been installed and 
will open shortly and students and staff have been 
starting to make use of our new and developing 
breakfast provision.  This is available from 8am and 
students in receipt of free school meals can have 
free toast or cereal (payment cards required as 
usual); students can also purchase snacks for later 
in the day.  
 
A highlight to this very busy start of the year has 
been the number of clubs, trips and other extra-
curricular activities that staff have once again been 
able to offer, including House and other mixed-age 
events. A number of the activities are highlighted in 
this edition of Springfield News and range from 
sailing and singing sea-shanties to appreciating the 
tactics of Dungeons and Dragons.  Rehearsals have 
also started for Springfield’s school show – one of 
my personal favourite events of the school year – 
which this year is a version of Matilda Junior. My 
thanks to the staff, students and others who are 
facilitating these exciting activities.  
 

Open evening on 22nd September was a significant 
event for the school as we were once again able to 
welcome members of the community to visit without 
previous COVID-19 related measures in place.  This 
meant that students and staff could truly show off 
the fantastic offer that Springfield has to our visitors 
and we received some wonderful feedback, in 
particular regarding the Prefects, TGAs and other 
students who had led tours and demonstrations.  
One visitor wrote, ‘We were blown away by the 
pupils’ work on display - some amazing talents’. 
The band’s playlist was also well received, with one 
visitor commenting that, ‘We enjoyed the live music 
which greeted us, opening with Radiohead's Creep 
was genius!’.  My personal thanks to Matthew 
Bennett (11S), Maeesha Begum (11D), Logan Robba 
(8R) and Edie Davis (8R) who, with me, presented to 
our visitors regarding their Year 11 and Year 7 
experience of secondary school, respectively.   
 
We remain mindful that the learning of students of 
all ages has been interrupted over the last few 
years, and so thank parents and carers for their 
ongoing support in ensuring the good attendance of 
their child/children at school.  We recognise that 
levels of COVID-19 and other infections may rise as 
we go into the winter months though have 
‘everything crossed’ that we do not see the very high 
levels experienced last year.  NHS advice remains in 
place regarding COVID-19 and this is what we 
politely ask families to follow: 
 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-
19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate
-and-what-to-do/ 
 
Current advice is that if a young person aged 18 or 
under tests positive for COVID-19, they should stay 
at home and avoid contact with other people for 3 
days.  We would also be grateful if parents/carers 
could continue to encourage their child to take 
sensible steps to keep themselves and others well, 
including regular handwashing, carrying and using 
hand sanitiser (which also remains available in 
school) and using and disposing of clean tissues if 
needed.   

 

From the 
Headteacher 
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Finally, congratulations to Ms Kelly who has been appointed to an interim ‘Head of School’ post within the 
school’s leadership team; she will be taking a lead on operational matters in the school over the next year.  I 
remain the Headteacher of Springfield, but will be focusing on some school and trust developments over the 
coming months in my role as CEO and Trust Leader.  
 
I hope you enjoy reading this edition of Springfield News and would also encourage you to visit our website 
and social media feeds to keep up to date with news and events in the school.   
 
Kind regards 
 
 
Ms S F Spivey  
Headteacher, Springfield School 
CEO, The De Curci Trust  
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The school opened its doors on Thursday 22nd September to Year 5 and 6 pupils and their 
parents as part of Open Evening. Parents and pupils took a tour of the school, guided by 
the school's Prefects, which took in all areas of the school. Guests could visit the recently 
refurbished Science block and view a number of interesting Science practicals taking place 
(pictured below), discuss our House system, sample some delicious food from our Canteen 
and watch PE skills training in the Sports Halls. They experienced live music and could 
immerse themselves in a murder investigation in the school's Drama Studio. Ms Spivey held 
Headteacher’s presentations throughout the afternoon ably assisted by the Head Boy and 
Head Girl and two Year 8 pupils.  Existing Springfield pupils of all years came to share 
their experiences of the school and to help  pupils and parents to gain further insight from 
the staff who were also present. 
 
Parent feedback from the evening: 
“A very pleasant evening which me and my child thoroughly enjoyed, thank you for 
everyone’s efforts and hard work in the preparation of this event, well planned and 
executed.” 
 
“I wanted to say how impressed I was with the three prefects that escorted us.  They were 
polite, patient, confident and answered all our questions.“  
 
“...this has definitely eased any nerves when transitioning to secondary school.“ 
 

 
Mr Wharton 
Deputy Headteacher 
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The week commencing Monday 3rd 
October 2022 saw Springfield pupils take 
part in the first House week of the 
academic year. We were pleased to be 
able to offer pupils the opportunity to get 
involved in different House events and 
competitions. These included guessing the 
flag in Geography, a period table 
challenge in Science, a spelling bee 
competition in Modern Foreign Languages, 
and football and netball tournaments in PE. 
Congratulations to Charlie Watts (10R) 
(Constantine House) who guessed all the 
flags correctly. Well done to Harrison King 

(Franklin House) who managed to come up 
with an eight-letter word from the chemical 
symbols on the periodic table. The word 
which won Harrison the event was 
‘ReInCaRnAtION’. For the Spelling Bee, 
pupils had to learn twenty-four words from 
six languages including Croatian, 
Ukrainian and Norwegian. Those who 
made the final had to learn additional 
words from Samoan, Irish and Finnish. 
Well done to Devaansh Mahesh (7D) 
(Franklin) who managed to spell 11 words 
correctly in one minute (see page 12 for 
more information) . What a great effort!  

Congratulations to Franklin House who are just in the lead with 
the highest House points awarded this first half term! 
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The week after House week we saw the 
return of House assemblies. This was an 
exciting opportunity for Heads of Houses to 
celebrate pupil success, reward students for 
their participation, and introduce the House 
leadership teams. Thank you to all pupils 
who applied for different roles and it is 
extremely pleasing to introduce pupils to 
their new roles below.  
 
Ayrton  
Head of House: Miss Woolger  
House Captains:  Zoe Smith (10L) and 
Corben Hibberd-Chapman (10P) 
Sports Captains:  Isabella Tea (9L) and 
Alice Cairns (9L) 
 
Moore  
Head of House:  Mr Green  
House Captains:  Eva Welch (10N) and 
Jaydon West (10N) 
Sports Captains:  Roisoin Hughes (10N) 
and Cleo Fleming (10G) 
House Reps:  Georgia Corfe (7N), Zahra 
Rammay (7L), Lilah-Grace Willis (8L), Aalia 
Shah (8N) and Samuel Steadman (9N) 
 
 

Constantine  
Head of House:  Miss Burrows  
House Captains:  Bethany Anthony (10R) 
and Lee Jenkins (10R) 
Sports Captains:  Lily Turner-Jones (9R) and 
Neve Abery (10D) 
House Reps:  Lucy Comerford (7R), Logan 
Robba (8R) and Olivia Baker (9R) 
 
Franklin  
Head of House:  Mrs White  
7E Tutor Rep:  Amelie Allen  
7D Tutor Rep:  Lillia Maggs  
8D Tutor Rep:  R W  
9E Tutor Rep:  Sam Midgley 
Sports Captain: Georgia Psaila (9E) and 
Isobel Child (9E)  
House Captain:  Samuel Shepherd (10S) 
 
Woolf 
Head of House: Miss Allison   
House Captains:  Isabel Joe (10E) and 
Austin Shaw (10E) 
Sports Captains: Dilanas Andriunavicius 
(10F) and Maisie King (10E) 
 

Mr Peachment, Head of Achievement 
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House Football and 
Netball Events 



 

 

All Year 7 tutor groups had the opportunity to take part in the 
early rounds of the Spelling Bee in their Modern Foreign 
Language (MFL) lessons this term with a semi-final and a final 
taking place over two lunchtimes in October. Students had to 
learn twenty-four words from six languages including Croatian, 
Ukrainian and Norwegian. Those who made the final had to 
learn additional words from Samoan, Irish and Finnish. All 
participants earned plenty of House points and the winners 
received a pen and badge. Congratulations to Devaansh 
Mahesh (pictured on the right) for winning overall. It really was 
incredibly impressive to see our finalists spell so many of the 
words correctly in the space of one minute! Well done to all 
involved.  The final scores (words correctly spelled in 1 minute) 
were: 
 

Devaansh Mahesh (7D) - 11 words 
Leanne Shefley (7G) - 9 words 
Sophie Clark (7E) - 9 words 
Adam King (7N) - 8 words 
Rachel Hardyman (7G) - 7 words 
Zakariyya Baree (7E) - 5 words  
 

Mrs Zubaidi, Teacher of MFL 
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Revision Workshops  

Teachers of Year 11 Art, Drama and Music 
are offering half term revision workshops 
next week on Monday 24th and Tuesday 
25th October in school. Year 11 pupils to 
whom this applies are already aware of this 
opportunity. Please find below the 
programme of workshops for your 
reference. 
 
Pupils are not required to wear school 
uniform when attending the workshops and 
may bring snacks and drinks.  We hope 
that you will ensure your child takes 
advantage of this extra, free opportunity to 
prepare for their examinations this year. 

Please note that as these workshops are 
being offered outside of our normal term-
time timetable, with only a small number of 
students and staff on site, there will not be 
our usual designated trained first aiders in 
school.  Should an incident arise, staff will 
contact home initially and 999 in an 
emergency. 
 
Mr Wharton, Deputy Headteacher   
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Solent Shanty Sing  

 

Year 8 and 9 pupils experienced a music 
workshop based on sea shanties. This was led 
by Helen Mead from the Portsmouth Music 
Hub, as part of ‘The Solent Shanty Sing’, to 
celebrate ‘The Year of the Coast’ in 2023.  
 

Pupils learnt that the word 'shanty' is said to 
have derived from the French verb 'chanter' 
meaning to sing.  After some performing body 
percussion beats to the popular 'Wellerman' 

song, pupils learnt to sing 'Haul Away Joe', 
before starting to create lyrics of their own to fit 
with an old Portsmouth sea shanty.  
 

Pupils found the workshop very enjoyable, and 
were invited to have a go on a concertina, 
which is a fascinating reed instrument with 
expanding bellows, and buttons for keys.  
 
Mrs Latif, Head of Music 



 

 

We were pleased to host another two Girls' Network meetings on 29th September and 20th 
October 2022.  The students participating are nearing the end of the programme which has 
been a real success.  The students work with the mentors in school and outside of school to 
inspire their futures.  Thank you to all the mentors involved and The Girls' Network for taking 
the time to work with our students. 

Please see below some words the girls have said about their mentors: 

‘Girls’ Network and my mentor Viv has helped me gain confidence in ways I didn't realise I 

needed. Helping me to get in contact with people of my dream job to make me know it is 

possible.’ 

‘Girls’ Network has helped me realise that I can achieve and go to college and university so 

supportive.’ 

‘Girls’ Network has made me see there is a future even though sometimes I struggle with 

learning. They are friendly and make you see anything is possible.’ 

 

Mrs Allen, Teacher of Design Technology 
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Drama 
Workshop 

Year 11 Drama students engaged in a fantastic workshop led by Paper Birds Theatre 
Company on Friday 30th September 2022. The students took part in a range of activities 
to help develop drama based themes. They explored different approaches to the theme 
and different performance styles, focusing on moving their drama away from the 
naturalistic and making it more stylised. This work will directly impact their GCSE 
component 1 devised pieces where they have to create their own original drama. The 
students were enthusiastic and produced some outstanding pieces of drama.  
 
Mrs Needham, Head of Drama 
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Hedgehog Rescue 
Last academic year we rescued a number of lost or poorly hedgehogs that had inadvertently 
wandered onto the school site.  We called upon local resident Sally Wells, who rescues 
hedgehogs in her spare time.  We are delighted that Sally has been in contact with us to let us 
know of their progress. One of the hedgehogs went to Brent Lodge Wildlife Sanctuary as it had 
respiratory difficulties and we hope to have a further update soon. The other hedgehogs that 
were rescued from the school (as found in the sports net and pond), were released as adults in 
the New Forest.  They started off being 'slow released' in the pen but after a few days were 
released into the paddock next to the pen -  they are both are doing very well.  Thank you to 
Sally for supporting us and for all the work she does rehabilitating lost and poorly hedgehogs.  
 
Mrs Norum, Support - Marketing and Administration 
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My name is Zakariyya and I am a proud student of Springfield.  I am having a fantastic time in 
Year 7.  I moved from a non-feeder school so I was given a special tour of Springfield and did 
fun activities to get to know other students.  I picked Springfield because of the wide variety of 
clubs and lessons available, as well as my siblings having had a good experience.  One of the 
many lessons I enjoy is Design Technology (Food) as we get to make different types of dishes 
from salads to pizza-like sandwiches.  I have enlisted in the after school badminton and 
football clubs.  I am enjoying them tremendously.  Throughout my time at Springfield I hope to 
achieve many awards including the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award which the school offers.  I also 
hope to become a Prefect.  To conclude, I would like to thank the teachers and staff for their 
efforts to make my time at Springfield the best it could possibly be.  
 
Zakariyya Baree (7G) 

Year 7 Experiences  

My name is Rachel, I am in Year 7 and I previously went to Solent Junior School. I came to 
Springfield School because most of my friends have also come here and it is the easiest school 
for me to get to. I enjoy most of the lessons at school and some of my favourites are: Art- 
because I love to draw, Design Technology - because we get to make and design things and 
bring them home to use, English - because I love to read and enjoy writing, Maths - I just find 
this subject fun and French because learning a new language can be good if you ever want to 
travel. In addition to school I also have weekly guitar lessons with Portsmouth Music Academy 
which take place at school.  However there are many free clubs available if you want to join 
them.  At school I want to make the most of the opportunities I am offered and I also want to 
get good marks on my GCSEs when I reach Year 11.  
 
Rachel Hardyman (7G) 
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On Tuesday 11th October 2022, all of the Springfield School Senior Prefect Team went on a 
trip to Portsmouth Guildhall, for an Unloc Session all about leadership. We had speakers 
come in to talk to us about their experiences in leadership positions and had the opportunity 
to socialise with other schools, and meet new people. We also got to interview current Unloc 
employees about their jobs and their time at university, which was really interesting. I am 
honoured to have had this amazing opportunity and have learnt valuable information that I 
can take, moving into the future. It was a very fun, engaging and interactive experience that 
all of us enjoyed and will remember fondly. 
 
Matthew Sinnott (11P) 

Leadership 

 The Human Piano  
Year 10 Music pupils were learning about pitch and exploring how the notes on a keyboard 
relate to one another.  Pupils organised themselves into a 'human piano' and each had their 
own pitch name. They looked at intervals such as a semitone, tone, major and minor 3rds, 
perfect 4ths and 5ths and the octave.  They also examined how and why the black keys have 
double identities and can be called by two names - one sharp and one flat. 
 
Mrs Latif, Head of Music 
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On Wednesday 19th October 2022 we went sailing on a boat at Haslar Marina and the 
staff were lovely.  We had loads of new experiences plus lots of fun activities.  It was the 
best day of the term so far!  We took turns to steer the tiller and we all helped hoist the sail.  
We also learnt loads of new knots such as figure of eight or bow knot.  The boat we sailed 
in was called ‘Boleh’ which means ‘can do’.   
 
Edie Davis (8R), Lola Archibold (8G), Jack Marshall (8G), Matilda Dunthorne (8R), Cameron Trotter (8F), 
Oscar Heron (8G) 

Boleh Sailing Trip 



 

 

Headteacher’s Awards 

Congratulations to: 
 
 

Oliver Astle (7P), Ruby Easen-Dunks (8L, Harry England (10F), Esme Fitch-Ballard (8L),  
Marcie Gastrell-Ivanoff (10E),  Joshua Gransden (9P), Joseph Harris (8L), Zachary Hinks (8L), 
Denny Lester (8L), Lilly-Mae Purtill (11E), Connie Robinson (8L), H R (10P), Jacob Steele (8L), 
Lilah Grace Willis (8L) 
 
The listed students all received a Headteacher’s Award this half term.  The awards were given in 
recognition of exceptional work and achievements in school.  Students were presented with their 
certificates by Ms Spivey (pictured below and on page 22). 
 
Please note that due to GDPR some of the winners’ names are not listed and some photographs 
are not shown in this newsletter. 
 
Mrs Norum, Support - Marketing and Administration 
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Tuesday 18th October saw the Student Council elections for the first time in a number of years.  
As like most things this was put on hold by Covid19. All students in the school were offered the 
chance to run as a candidate for the election representing their year group. Candidates 
completed a GoogleForm questionnaire and wrote a brief paragraph describing their suitability 
to the role.  The makeup of the School Council will consist of two students in Year 7, 8 and 9 
and one student from Year 10 and 11. Students could place votes replicating a ballot similar to 
that of a general election before and after school and at lunchtime (for KS3 students) in the 
school hall. Congratulations to the successful candidates:  
 
Year 7:     Year 8: 
Jessica Chandler (7S)   Zachery Hinks (8L) 
Orlaith Galloway (8R)  Lily Mae Norris (7R) 
 
Year 9:     Year 10:     Year 11: 
Chloe Anne Dexter (9E)  Jude Leaves (10P)   Kate Immins (11D) 
Amelia Matthews (9L) 
 
Mr Chaplin, Head of Achievement, Year 8 

Student Council 



 

 

Welcome  
This term we have welcomed some new members of staff to Springfield.  To help you to put names to 

faces we have compiled some profiles.  Let us introduce some of our new colleagues: 
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Where did you train? 
The University of Sussex completing placements at 
Bishop Luffa School and Oaklands Catholic School. 
 
What is your favourite topic to teach? 
Creative writing. 
 
What would you like to achieve in a year’s time?    
This year, I would like to achieve the thanks of my Year 
11 students in both Media and English when they come 
to me with results they are happy with. 
 
Favourite educational quote:   
‘Education’s purpose is to replace an empty mind with 
an open one.’ Malcolm Forbes. 

 

Where did you train? 
The University of Chichester (2010-2014). 
 
What is your favourite topic to teach? 
PE - football, badminton and cricket. 
 
What would you like to achieve in a year’s time?    
I would like to establish a strong Student Council at 
Springfield School. 
 
Favourite educational quote: 
‘Ability is what you’re capable of doing.  Motivation 
determines what you do.  Attitude determines how well 
you do it’. Lou Holtz 

Mr Smith 
Teacher of English 

Mr Chaplin 
Head of Achievement, Year 8 
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Where did you work previously? 
This is my second job, my other role is Divisional 
Personal Assistant at Queen Alexandra Hospital (NHS) 
 
What is your favourite  part of your new role? 
My favourite part has been getting to know the team 
who have been incredibly patient with me whilst I learn 
all the aspects of my role.  I have enjoyed the training 
provided by VWV (the trust’s Solicitors). 
 
What would you like to achieve in a year’s time?    
I would hope to have established my working pattern 
and use the experience of my first year to be confident 
in the following calendar year, so that I can plan well 
and be ahead. 
 
Favourite educational quote:   
‘Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow 
belongs to those who prepare for it today.’ Malcolm X. 

 

Where did you work previously? 
I worked as a commercial accountant for an insurance 
company. 
 
What is the favourite part of your new job? 
No two days are the same which keeps me on my toes. 
 
What would you like to achieve in a year’s time?    
To be starting a PGCE course in Maths. 
 
Favourite educational quote: 
‘Education is one thing no one can take away from 
you.’ B. B. King. 

Ms Skinner 
Company Secretary  
The De Curci Trust 

Ms Perry 
Teaching Assistant - Maths 



 

 

Where did you train? 
The University of Chichester. 
 
What is your favourite topic to teach? 
Health and the people. 
 
What would you like to achieve in a year’s time?    
To know my students better so I can support them 
further to achieve their potential. 
 
Favourite educational quote:   
‘History is not the past but a map of the past, drawn 
from a particular point of view, to be useful to the 
modern traveller.’  Henry Glassie. 

Mrs Blackburn 
Teacher of History 

 

We were delighted to donate some of our old Science tables to Family Future Community School in 
Zambia recently and were delighted to receive this feedback: 
 
‘Whilst I do not have any photos of interest yet, I wanted to let you know that your extraordinary 
gift of the tables has arrived safely at our school in Zambia and they are thrilled to bits. They are 
approaching the completion of a couple of labs in a larger teaching block and so the tables (plus 
the stools from a previous donation) will soon be in use.  Our experience with container shipment 
continues to gather more crazy tales. This time, as you may recall, we had been donated some 
container space (half a 40ft) and so we delivered all our items to an address in North London back 
in February. Subsequently, we have learned that all our items were moved to a different location in 
North London, before the packers set about filling the container. The journey by sea was meant to 
end at Beira, Mozambique when the container would be trucked by road across to Zambia (as we 
have experienced before). Not this time - an error caused the container to stay on board and travel 
further south, finally being removed at Port Elizabeth in South Africa! Once discovered, it was then 
put on the next available ship back to Beira. It then spent a few weeks on the quayside, waiting for 
the truck. The Zimbabwean truck driver got cracking on his journey, but as the route went through 
his own country, he decided to spend a week with his family on the way.  Anyway, all is well now 
and huge thanks again for all your continued support - you know your actions are making a big 
difference to the lives of many children who would otherwise go without.’   
 
Barry Gransden, Chair of Trustees, Future Pillars Zambia 

 
Future Pillars Zamia is a registered charity formed to support life-changing work going on in one 
school in Kabwe, Central Province, Zambia.  They encourage progress in relation to feeding, 
education, skills training and shelter.  We look forward to receiving photos of the labs shortly. 
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Science Table Donation 



 

 

Road Safety Reminders 

We are fortunate that so many of our students are able to travel independently to and from school 
either on foot or cycling. I want to ensure that all students remain as safe as possible at all times and 
that other road users and pedestrians are given due consideration for their own safety.  Our Home 
School Agreement states that parents/carers should ensure their child travels to and from the school 
site safely (including ensuring their child wears a helmet if they choose to cycle).  Road safety general 
reminders: 
 
 Do not use a mobile phone whilst walking or cycling as this can be a significant distraction and 

could lead to an accident. 
 Remain vigilant at all times, stopping, looking (both ways) and listening when crossing a road 
 Cross roads at designated crossings or where you have a clear view both ways up and down 

the road. 
 If walking, use the pavement and avoid walking in the road. 
 Be considerate of other road/pavement users (e.g. make space for someone pushing a pram). 
 
Further advice for cyclists: 
 
 Ride decisively and keep clear of the kerb. 
 Look and signal to show drivers what you plan to do, make eye contact where possible. 
 Avoid riding up the inside of vehicles, as you might not be seen. If a vehicle is indicating to the 

left hang back at the junction to reduce the risk of a collision. 
 Always use lights after dark or when visibility is poor. Wear high-visibility and reflective clothing 

and accessories at all times. 
 Wear a correctly fitted cycle helmet that is securely fastened and conforms to current 

regulations. 
 Your local council can help you plan your journey by providing maps showing dedicated paths 

and routes. 
 Where possible, try to maintain a safe distance when you cycle, for example when waiting at 

crossings and traffic lights. 
 Where using bikes (private, docked or dockless) wash your hands for at least 20 seconds or 

sanitise your hands before and after cycling. 
 For more safe cycling advice please follow this link -  https://www.think.gov.uk/cycle-safety/ 
 
Thank you to all students for following this simple guidance and thank you to parents for supporting 
this. Further information on road and cycle safety can be found here: https://www.think.gov.uk/   
Stay safe! 
 
Mr J Wilburn 
Deputy Headteacher/Designated Safeguarding Officer 
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Pewter Casting 
Year 7 students have been creating various designs for their pewter keyring.  They produced 
models of the designs using a MDF template and used greyboard to make the shape.  The 
students melted the pewter and tipped this into the keyring mould to achieve their final keyring.  
The work was excellent.  Well done Year 7. 
 
Mrs Allen, Teacher of Design and Technology 
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Brownies 
My Year 9 food class made some amazing brownies on Thursday 20th October 2022.  We are 
proud to show photos of the delicious brownies below. 
 
Mrs Slater, Teacher of Design and Technology 
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Welcome Adventurers! 
 
Springfield Dungeons and Dragons (D&D) Club is up and running with a fantastic turn out of 
players each week.  
 
What is Dungeons and Dragons? 
 
D&D as it is often known is a TableTop Role Playing Game (TTRPG) in which players take part in 
an imaginary adventure. You may know it from media such as Stranger Things (which has made 
D&D cool again!), or Big Bang Theory. The game is run by a Game Master or Dungeon Master 
(GM or DM) who is the architect of the story. The DM plays as characters called NPCs and 
creatures that the players (the party) interact with in the story. D&D can be described as 
collaborative storytelling, where all players (DM included) take part in creating their adventure. 
There’s even a little bit of maths involved occasionally!  
 
TTRPGs are a great way for people to make new friends, develop communication skills and learn 
to work as a team. There are some rules to follow in D&D, but the only one that matters is that all 
players are having fun. 
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How do we play? 
 
There are thousands of free resources online to get you started. If that’s a little overwhelming, 
interested students can come and join D&D club any time to learn how to play and meet a whole 
host of other adventurers. 
 
Do I need to bring anything? 
 
Nothing at all is required to play, but there are some things that will make your time a little 
better. The most important thing to bring is an open mind and willingness to work as a team. 
After that, a pencil and maybe a notebook will be helpful. If you really like it and want to come 
back for more, then perhaps you might like to buy your own set of dice (there are lots to borrow 
at the club). Ask Miss Rudd about her dice collection! 
 
D&D club runs after school on Wednesday afternoons until 4pm in the Learning Centre.  
 
Miss Rudd, Teacher of Computing and IT  
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Little People 

My Year 7 French and German classes have been making some little people using all the French 
and German they have learnt so far this year to describe themselves.  Well done Year 7 for 
summarising what you have learnt so well.  
 
Mrs Samborski, Teacher of MFL 
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Careers 
On 27th September some of our Year 11 pupils enjoyed visiting Fratton Park where they attending a 
careers and apprenticeship event.  It gave pupils a useful insight into life after Springfield School 
and potential career pathways.  The event was open to the public later that day so that others also 
had the change to visit.     
 
Mr Peachment, Head of Achievement, Year 11 



 

 

Pompey Academy 
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George Fox (8F) and Aidan Carey (8N) (pictured below) were offered a two year contract in July 
with Pompey Football Academy which means that we should stay with them for this time.  They write 
about their experience:   
 
The academy is good fun and lets us develop and play.  We played with some good teams all 
around the country such as Tottenham, Chelsea, Fulham and Barmouth.  We also travel to 
Gillingham, Southend and Stevenage but the academy does reward us with free training kits and 
tickets to matches and team pictures at Fratton Park.  We train on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays and play a match on Sundays.  We love playing for Pompey Academy and feel lucky to play 
in the academy as we know we are always being watched and motivated to stay at the academy.  
Aiden has been there for four years and George has been there for three years.  We hope to keep 
progressing forward and to stay in the academy.  We are both chuffed to have got the two year 
contract - thank you to Pompey! 
 
Aidan Carey (8N) and George Fox (8F) 
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On 10th October the Under 13 
Girls’ Football Team made the 
journey to Brighton Hill 
Community School in Basingstoke 
looking to secure their first county 
game win. The girls started strong 
with goals from Eleanor Donachie 
(7N) and Matilda Watts (8G)
putting us 2-0 up. The home 
team quickly retaliated with a 
goal from their striker but this was 
short lived as Eleanor Donachie 
put another one in the back of the 
net making it 3-1. Half-time 
ended at 3-2. The girls came out 
strong but a lapse in 
concentration at the back brought 
the score to 3-3. Excellent footwork and a superb cross from Sophie George (8L) on the left 
wing gave Eleanor Donachie her hat-trick and put the team 4-3 up with 10mins to go. Jadeyn 
Hodge (7L) secured the ball back from the opposition and put a lovely ball in towards the goal 
where Eleanor Donachie scored again. A last-minute penalty gave the opposition another 
goal but the full time whistle was blown and Springfield secured their way into the next round 
with a 5-4 win.  
 
Miss Woolgar, Teacher of PE 

 

GET IN TOUCH 
 
 We would love to hear 

from you about any 
achievements or stories of 
particular interest relating 

to Springfield pupils.  
Please email us at: 

contact@springfield.uk.net 

Girls’ Football 
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Badminton 
Years 7 to 9 Badminton - 18th October 2022 
 
A group of 15 students took part in a badminton tournament at St Edmunds School. Two boys 
teams and one girls team competed against a variety of schools in both singles and doubles 
matches. All students played really well and enjoyed the experience of playing against new 
people. The girls team won all of their matches and beat both schools in their league and 
came away with the victory! Both the boys teams competed against two schools each with 
plenty of games won and a few losses. Both teams will continue this tournament after half-
term and hopefully look to claim the victory against the other schools. A great afternoon had 
by all students involved. Good luck to the boys teams for their final matches!   
 
Miss Woolgar, Teacher of PE 

Pictured Below: 
Top row from left:  Freya Topham (9D), Jack Marsh (9G), Sam Midgley (9E), Thomas Jelliff (9D), Tim Lehota (9D), 
Jayden Marsh (9D), Winter Corcoran-Runham (9L) 
Middle row from left: Evie White (8E), Daniel Whitcher (8D), Robert Wilkinson (8D), Larsa Namer (8D),  
Amelia Matthews (9L) 
Bottom row from left: Devaansh Mahesh (7D), Kayden Shek (7N), Alfred Blitz (7S) 



 

 

OCTOBER 
Monday 31 October  Year 11 Progress Reports Issued 

NOVEMBER 
Thursday 3 November Mayflower Theatre Trip (Years 10 and 11) 

Thursday 3 November Year 11 Subject Parents Evening (Remote) 

Wednesday 16 November Year 11 Targeted Parents’ Evening (by invitation) 

Thursday 17 November GCSE Certificate Collection (3.30-5.30pm)  

Thursday 24 November Year 11 Leavers’ Awards Event 

Monday 28 Nov to Friday 2 Dec Year 11 Mock Exam Week 

Monday 28 Nov to Friday 2 Dec  House Week 

Tuesday 29 November Year 10 Progress Reports Issued 

Tuesday 29 November PGS Music Concert and Rehearsal (Day and Evening) 

Wednesday 30 November Year 9 Progress Reports Issued 

DECEMBER 
Thursday 1 December Year 8 Progress Reports Issued 

Friday 2 December Year 7 Progress Reports Issued 

Monday 5 to Friday 9 December Year 11 Mock Exam Week 

Monday 5 December Year 8 Subject Parents’ Meeting (Remote) 

Thursday 8 December Year 7, 8 an 9 Flu Vaccinations 

Monday 12 December Stakeholders’ Event TBC 

Tuesday 13 December Year 7 Panto Trip (afternoon) 

Tuesday 13 December Community Event (2pm to 4pm) TBC 

Friday 16 December Charity Non-Uniform Day 

Please note all above dates are correct at publication, but could be subject to change.   
Please check the website/study planners for up-to-date information. 

@spfldUK 

 Don’t forget  
to follow us on  

Facebook and Twitter 

CALENDAR 
 

FIRST DAY OF NEW HALF TERM: MONDAY 31 OCTOBER 2022 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS: MONDAY 19 DECEMBER UP TO & INCLUDING MONDAY 2 JANUARY 2023 
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